PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

that the mind of man tends to pass from an
object to others like it, or experienced at the
same time, but this psychological fact does not in
itself account for Magic. The mind of animals
is regulated in a similar manner. In spring-time
the sight of a feather makes the bird think of
nest-building, and the smell and sight of his
master's coat brings the master to the dog's mind.
Yet animals do not practise the magical art.
This fact should be sufficient to make one realise
the insufficiency of 'a simple [mistaken] recog-
nition of the similarity and contiguity of ideas'
as an explanation of the origin of Magic. An
animal might observe the colour-likeness between
carrots and jaundice (not, however, unless practical
dealings with them had attracted his attention
to the colour), and 'coat' and 'master' might
follow each other in a dog's mind. But in order
to treat the coat as he would the master, and in
order to eat carrots or give them to be eaten for
the cure of jaundice, there is required, in addition
to the association, the belief that whatever is
done to the coat will be suffered by the master,
and that the eating of carrots will cure the

Religion des Veda, Berlin, 1894) was first, I believe, in holding
to a pre-religious magical stage of culture. But it is Frazer who
first; made a clear separation, not only between Magic and
Religion, but also between Magic and belief in spirit-agents.
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